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It’s Harvesting Time! 

Harvesting season has arrived!  Earlier in the year, elementary and preschool chil-

dren planted seeds in their bucket full of fertile soil. With water and sun, the 

plants were ready to take home. Rafa helped children pick leaves and veggies from 

the many plants that have been growing around school, bagged them up and sent 

them home for families to enjoy! Starting next year, children will be given two sec-

tions in their own greenhouse at school:  1) for large buckets on the bottom 2) for 

smaller plants on the top.  Now that Rafa has taught the children the basics of 

what makes up fertile soil and the need to water plants, they are ready to try it 

themselves - or work as a family.  So, let’s go build a farm! 
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 Calendar of Events 

Headmaster: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 

rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 
 

Principal:  Rabbi Meir Cohen 

rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 

Director of School Administration:  

Estelle Workman 

eworkman@hebrewday.org 
 

Director of Admissions:  

Beth Licha 

blicha@hebrewday.org  

Dean of Students:  

Giovanna Reinking 

giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org  
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 

rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 

klapp@hebrewday.org 
 

Director of Development:  

Joyce Arovas 

jarovas@hebrewday.org 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large: 

Eilene Cummins  

Moises Eilemberg Iliana Glovinsky 

Allen Gruber  Gavin Horn 

Yonina Kaplan  Michael Leeman 

Philip Silverman Marilyn Williams 

Marcia Wollner  Missy Wrotslavsky 

Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

               December          January 

December 21-31/Jan. 1, 2016 
Winter Break 
Winter Camp—See attached flyer 
 
January 4, 2016 
School Resumes 
 
January 11, 2016 
Rosh Chodesh Shevat Assembly 2:50 pm 
 
January 12, 2016 
Kindergarten Birch Aquarium Fieldtrip 
 
January 18, 2016  
MLK Day No School 
 
January 20, 2016 
Step Up Night K-4th 6 pm 
 
 

January 25, 2016 
Tu B’Shevat 
Ace Community Service Day 
 
January 26, 2016 
Movin Into Middle School Night 6:30 pm 

 
January 28, 2016 
2nd Grade Chumash Presentation 
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 Parshat Vayigash 
OVERVIEW: Parshat VaYigash (Gen: 44:18 – 47:27) 
With the discovery of the goblet in Binyamin's sack, the brothers are confused. Yehuda alone steps forward and eloquently but firmly 
petitions Yosef for Binyamin's release, offering himself instead. As a result of this act of total selflessness, Yosef finally has irrefutable proof 
that his brothers are different people from the ones who cast him into the pit, and so he now reveals to them that he is none other than 
their brother. The brothers shrink from him in shame, but Yosef consoles them, telling them that everything has been part of G-d's plan. He 
sends them back to their father Yaakov with a message to come and reside in the land of Goshen. At first, Yaakov cannot accept the news, 
but when he recognizes hidden signs in the message which positively identify the sender as his son Yosef, his spirit is revived. Yaakov 
together with all his family and possessions sets out for Goshen. G-d communicates with Yaakov in a vision at night. He tells him not to fear 
going down to Egypt and its negative spiritual consequences, because it is there that G-d will establish the Children of Israel as a great 
nation even though they will be dwelling in a land steeped in immorality and corruption. The Torah lists Yaakov's offspring and hints to the 
birth of Yocheved, who will be the mother of Moshe Rabbeinu. Seventy souls in total descend into Egypt, where Yosef is reunited with his 
father after 22 years of separation. He embraces his father and weeps, overflowing with joy. Yosef secures the settlement of his family in 
Goshen. Yosef takes his father Yaakov and five of the least threatening of his brothers to be presented to Pharaoh, and Yaakov blesses 
Pharaoh. Yosef instructs that in return for grain, all the people of Egypt must give everything to Pharaoh, including themselves as his slaves. 
Yosef then redistributes the population, except for the Egyptian priests who are directly supported by a stipend from Pharaoh. The Children 
of Israel become settled, and their numbers multiply greatly.    (C) 2015 Ohr Somayach International - All rights reserved. 

DRASHA:  The opening verses of this week's Torah reading 
are among the most dramatic and challenging in the entire 
Torah. Two great, powerful personalities in the house of the 
children of Jacob, Yehudah and Yosef, engage in a clash and 
debate of epic proportions, regarding the release of their 
brother Binyamin. 
  
At first glance it seems obvious that Yosef has the upper hand 
in his struggle. After all, he is the viceroy of Egypt, the 
commander of the palace guard who are armed and ready to 
do his bidding. On the other hand, Yehudah has very limited 
options as to what to say and what to do in order to obtain the 
release of Binyamin. Yosef’s position of power appears to 
prevail but the impassioned plea and tone and contents of the 
words of Yehudah are not to be easily ignored. 
  
So in a sense one could say that Yehudah will himself prevail 
over Yosef. But in a clear analysis one should come to the 
conclusion that neither of the two great antagonists, the 
leaders of the tribes of Israel, is the victor in this clash of ideas 
and worldview. 
  
The true champion that will emerge from this entire baffling 
and fascinating story is the old hoary Jacob, seemingly isolated 
back there in the land of Canaan, mourning and despondent as 
to what has happened to his family. In anguish, he shouts: 
“Yosef is no more, Shimon is no more; both of them will be lost 
to me!” 
  
It is that image of their father that haunts both Yehudah and 
Yosef. And each, in his own way, wishes to do justice to their 
father and to everything that he represents. And it is this 
image of Jacob that brings Yosef to the climax of the story and 
to his ability, nay, necessity to reveal and reconcile himself 

with his brothers. 
  
Jewish rabbinic thought over the ages has always attempted to 
make the story of Yosef and Yehudah relevant to each 
individual generation of Jews. I think that the most relevant 
message that all of us can gain from this great narrative is that 
it is the image of our ancient father Jacob that truly hovers 
over all of our current struggles. 
  
It is our task, not merely to win the debate with our other 
brothers or even with outside powers that are seemingly 
stronger and greater than we are, but rather to somehow 
remain faithful to the old man that we can no longer see but 
who is somehow always with us. What gives both Yehudah and 
Yosef troubling pause in the midst of their impassioned debate 
is the question as to what their father thinks of their words and 
their actions. 
  
It is this unseen presence of Jacob that drives the brothers to 
reconciliation and to restoring a common purpose in their lives 
and those of their families. In effect they are thinking: “What 
would our father think of this conversation and of this 
confrontation?” Father Jacob has looked down at all of the 
generations of the Jewish people and in one way or another, 
every generation has been forced to ask itself what would 
Jacob think of us, our words and our behavior. 
  
It is that ever-present idea in Jewish life that has been an aid 
and a boon to our seemingly miraculous survival as a people 
and as a faith. We may not see him but we can be certain that 
he is there with us today as well. 
Shabat shalom. 
 
Rabbi Berel Wein   © 2015 
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 The Soille Scene 

After completing Parshat Yitro, the 6th grade 

boys chose one of the Ten Commandments to 

write a report about their commandment and 

added a 3-D project. They all did a fantastic job 

and are on display on the front lobby. 

Today Mrs. Reitman, our school nurse, went 

around to preschool classrooms and gave a lesson 

about germs and how to stay healthy. She made 

the talk fun and educational! 

Digital/3D Masterpieces Desert Camp of Bnei Yisrael  
7th Grade Girls' Chumash Project 
After learning about the structure, organization,  and symbolism of the Camp of Bnei Yisrael in the                  
desert,  the 7th grade girls created a visual representation of the camp worth all the details. There were two 
options,  digital and 3D. Both options gave the students the ability to work to their strengths. The end               
results were amazing creations that truly captured the grandeur of the camp in the desert.  

The second graders figured out a rock mystery with Mrs. Levin,  

Yaakov's mother and a geologist! She 

taught them how to identify the color, 

level of hardness, whether they are 

magnetic and how to do a streak test on 

different minerals. Then they had to  

determine the name of the mineral. It 

was a rockin' fun time in second grade!  
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 The Soille Scene 

On Friday, Dec.11, the fourth grade enjoyed a visit with 

the senior residents at the Seacrest Village Retirement 

Home. During the week before the trip the  fourth             

graders lovingly baked beautiful and delicious Chanukah 

cookies, made beautiful cards, and prepared a short  

Chanukah performance. They had a wonderful time          

decorating the cookies with their new senior friends, and 

playing dreidel with them. The students felt so good 

about this trip and walked away feeling that they received 

even more than they gave.  
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 Preschool News 
At A Glance 

 Rosh Chodesh Tevet was a blast! The children played in snow, bubbles, and 

had an incredible time experiencing a “real” winter in Sunny San Diego. They 

had the opportunity to create snow globes and learn about the special prayer 

of asking for rain. 

 In this week’s parsha, Vayigash, children learn about Yosef’s famous question  

“Is my father still alive?” when he unveils himself to his brothers. Some of the 

children are making masks to reenact this dramatic moment! 

 Our resident school nurse, Mrs. Bobbe Reitman, gave the children a special 

demonstration about germs and hygiene using flour and sprinkles! The kids 

were delighted and left better equipped to staying healthy! 

 Our little Caterpillars are pleased to welcome newcomer, Ariel Shapiro, and 

help Bracha Moskowitz transition to the Butterflies! 

 In the Butterfly classes, teachers are witnessing an explosion of language for 

many babies. 

 The Ladybugs are learning all about colors and playing color games! 

 The Frog classes have been exploring trains with building, riding, dancing, and 

more! See photo at the bottom of their homemade class train! 

 Our Dragonfly classes are discussing hibernating animals and other aspects of 

winter. 

 Blue and Purple Hummingbirds are learning the difference between fact and 

fiction and discussing what a 

righteous person is as it 

relates to personalities in the 

Torah. 

Have a great winter break! 

 

Save the Date 

Winter Break: Dec 21-Jan 1 

MLK Day: 

No school- No Extended Care 

Feb 3: 

1pm Dismissal- Faculty 

Development 

 

Congratulations 

Levison family on the birth of a 

baby girl!  
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 Soille Community News 
Mazal Tov to… 

… Hillary and Avi Levison on the birth of a baby girl. 

Thank you to the following people who 
have recently volunteered their time to  
help Hebrew Day: 
 
Nicole Eilemberg 
Liz Estline 
Paula Matthews 
Flory Rappoport 
Romy Rothstein 

End of the Year Giving 
 
There are many opportunities for you to donate to Soille Hebrew Day before the end of the year.  Here are 
some  ideas: 
 

Give a general donation to help Hebrew Day 
Give to the Safety and Security Fund 
Give a tribute in honor or in memory of someone 
Contribute to the Scholarship Fund  
Sponsor professional development for our excellent faculty 

 
For information or to make a contribution, contact Joyce Arovas, jarovas@hebrewday.org or                         
858-279-3300, ext. 107. 
 

Third and fourth grade parents participate in parenting 

workshop entitled, Healthy Peer Relationships presented 

by Dr. Adrian O'Donnell.  

mailto:jarovas@hebrewday.org




If You Must Work During Your Child’s Winter Break 

Then This is The Camp for YOU 
 

DATE:  Mon&Tus. Dec. 21st -22nd,  TIME: 8:30am – 2:30pm 

AGES: 1st - 5th grades. COST: . $8.00 (BJC members get three bucks off. Only $5, more than %33.3!) 

LOCATION:  Youth Center. 4855 College Ave, San Diego, 92115 Beth Jacob Congregation  

Mini-Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-
Camp Winter-Camp  Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp  Mini-Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp 
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Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp  Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-
Camp Mini-Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp 
Winter-Camp Winter-Camp  Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Mini-Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-
Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter- Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp  Winter-Camp Winter-
Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-CampMini-Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp 
Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp  Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp 
Winter-Camp  Mini-Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Mini-Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp 
Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp  Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp 
Winter-Camp  Mini-Winter-Camp Winter-Camp Winter-Camp 
 
 

 

 

Goal:  Assist working parents of the Broader San Diego Jewish Community by providing  

a 2 day content and meaning filled program that safely cares for and entertains children.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  Winter-Camp 
.        Daily Events       .  
- Prayers (Davening) - 

- Learning - 

- Sports - 

-  Lunch/Snacks - 

-   Movie -   

-  Games/Competitions -   
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

Winter-Camp is A Two Day Camp To Service YOU. To Reserve a child’s place:  
RSVP Beth Jacob Youth Director Yisroel M Weiser: 

Call: (619)-287-9890 or E-mail WeiserYM@Gmail.com by Friday, December 18th   
Winter-Camp is a Beth Jacob Outreach and Community Growth Program, a subsidiary of “Mini-Camp” and a brainchild of What’s On 

Weiser’s Mind (WOW-M) and Camp Kolenu.  Camp includes lunch and snacks, the Winetraub Memorial Children’s Park and BJC Commun. Garden! 

mailto:WeiserYM@Gmail.com
http://www.freakingnews.com/Global-Warming-Statue-of-Liberty-Pictures-39338.asp
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